On behalf of the IPDPS Steering Committee, we congratulate Jie Wu, Yves Robert, and Alan Sussman for a job well done and second their thanks to all of the IPDPS 2008 organizing team. We particularly appreciate their initiative and hard work that has inspired all of the other technical program organizers, including the chairs for the twenty-two workshops, and we are more than grateful to Yuanyuan Yang for agreeing to serve as proceedings chair. This is also an opportunity to welcome Sushil Prasad to the chair of the Technical Committee on Parallel Processing and to credit him and Sandeep Gupta for implementing the TCPP PhD Forum, new to IPDPS this year. We are looking forward to a week of presentations and interaction and trust that this week will advance and unify your knowledge of parallel and distributed processing.
In a recent on-line discussion with our steering committee colleagues, we sought to describe what makes IPDPS unique and to define the role it plays in the computing community. We learned that there is broad consensus about the quality and breadth of interaction at IPDPS in addressing the significant gap between theory and practice in the field of parallel and distributed processing systems. While we feel fully justified in congratulating ourselves on a job well done in 2008, we must look ahead to the strategies and themes that will keep this event fresh and, if you will, on the "cutting edge" of computing. We welcome strong opinions and spirited discussion to help the steering committee accomplish this mission and thank all of you who have supported this undertaking. It is always useful to remember that our field of endeavor must make room for the beauty of the mind as well as the precision of machines.
It is our custom to end this message with words about the coming year, which in this case will be in the extraordinary venue of Rome, Italy. Alessandro Mei, who served as "general-chair-in-training" this year, will host IPDPS 2009 in Rome and Per Stenström will serve as program chair. We hope that holding IPDPS in Europe will be an opportunity to expand our international participation and also a chance to combine business and a Roman holiday. We have used our photo space to picture Alessandro inviting you to IPDPS 2009 in Rome.
